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iDdependent Claim 

1, (CujTeiillyAmead6d)AmetaltiuBB|Gon^^ 

a pair of dongated top chord membera each having a first and and a second end, fhe top 
chord xnembcfs connected to each oOier at the first end; 

g fini donmted bottom chord memhet. ifuf of Am tb^ bMom chord member 
oommeeied/teedBIREClZYto tk^ too chord members adjaeent the second ends of the 
too chord member^. 

a second doHoaied bottom chord member, the ends of ike second bottom chord 
membertmrnedednxed DTRECTLTto the too chord members adiaeeni the second 
ends of the top chord tnemberB such fbat flie second bottom chord member is qisced flom 
the first bottom chord member; and 

at least one web member positioned between and iniereoHHecdnp ot least one ton chord 
member and the tirat bottom chord member, one end of the web member connected to 
the at least one top chord member and tte other end of the web member connected to the 
first bottom chord member. 

e Oaims 7 and 12 define a building system and building Including the m^ 

17. (Currently Amended) A metal tniBSyCompriamg: 

a plurality of elongated top chord members, the top chord members oonnected to eadi 
other end to end 80 that the connected top chord members have tvvD fiee ends; 

g first elonaaied bottom chord membcK the ends of the first bottom chord member 
eonmnded fixed DIRECTLY to Oie too chord members adiacent the free ends of the 
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a second eloneatedbomm chord member, the ends of the second bottom chard 
member eBmmeeHed Axed DIRECTLY to the ton chord members adiaemtihe mmds 
of the connected top chord members such ihsX the second bottom chord member is 
spaced fiom the first bottom chord member; and 

at bast one web member positioned between and tnterconneetim at teasi one top chard 

mfffflff^ mm^* one end of the web member coanected to 

the at least one top chord member and the other end of the web member Gomiec^ 
first bottom chord member. 


18. (CuET6Dtly Amended) A metal truss^ comprising: 

a pair of elongEted tcqp chord members each haying a fiirt end and a se 
chord members connected to eadh other at the first end; 

a first elongated bottom chord member; 

means for direcdv tiMStentna ee moctt n g the first bottom chord member to Ae ion chord 
members adjacent the second ends of the top chord members: 

a second elongated bottom chord member; 

means for connecting the second bottom chord member to the first bottom chord member 
such that the second bottom chord member is spaced fiom fiie first bottom chord 
member; and 

at ieast one web member positioned between and tnierconnecOntf at least one ion chord 
member and the tirai bottom chord member, one end of the web member Connected tO 
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the at least one top chord member and the other end of the web member connected to the 
fiist bottom chord member. 

33. (Cnxrently Amended) A metal tnuSyCcmipTising: 

a plurality of elongated top chord memben* the top choid memben connected to each 
other end to and so that the connected top chord members have two fiee ends; 

a first ekxngaled bottom chord memberj 

mem9 far sBmmMiimm diredhf fasjahiP ihm Hni haitom ckord manber in tt# ton chord 
mmnhm adjacMt iha $eeoMd mda of the top chord memben; 

a second elongated bottom chord member; 

means for connecting the second bottom chord member to the first bottom chord member 
such that the second bottom chotd member is spaced fiom the first bottom chord 
member; and 

ai least one web member oo^ik^ned between and inierconne^int ai least one top chord 
member and the first bottom chord member, one end of the web member connected to 
the at least one top chord member and the other end of the web member connected to the 
first bottom chord member* 
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bsae 

'Whether the dted referances teach or suggest fhe claimed metal tniM, 


Examiner's position 

The icatuxc-top and bottom chord are "directly jotned^-are not recited in the refected clafans. 

Examiner asserts that the prior art of Macomber still anticipates the amended claims as recited in 
the previous Office Action— limitation of '*fixed'' merely requires the bottom chord members to be 
securely fastened or held in an immoving position-choids of Macomber are clearly seourdy 
fiistened or hdd in an wmmmg posiiioin, albdt via the vertically cri 

Macomber still anticipates claims 18 and 33-amended to include the limitation means for 
'^direotly ftstenrng^'-aa the means for directly faateoaing include ttie vertically oriented atnita 
«4iidh directly fasten the two ebord mefuibeta together. 

Examiner notes ftat Ri]Q>pd was m)t used fbr its teabh 
teaflfanig of a plundity of tmsses upon a wbII structure. 


Our position 

Proposed amendment herein clariflea disthict stnietural differences of aspplicanta' tnias 
over Macomber. 
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U,S. Patent AppMcatioii No> 10/065:278 

Pending Claims 

Claims 1-22 and 33-35 are xcjected. 

Directed to a metal tnias 0nd0pendfliit claims 1, 17, 18 and 33) with two vertically spaced 
bottom chords and a building system (indqicndeot claim 7) and building QniiBpmimA 
claim 12) iiiooiporating the metal truss. 

Rejecttons 

Claims 1«*3, 5, 17-21 and 33 are xqected as anticipated by Macomber. 
Claims 4 and 34 are rqected as obvious over Macomber. 

Claims 7-10 and 12-lS and 3S are rejected as obvious over Macomber in view of RiqqpeL 

Claims 6, 1 1, and 22 are rejected as obvious over Macomber in view of Bertrand. 

Claim 16 is rejected as obvious over Macomber in view of Riqypel and ftarther in view of 
Bertrandi 
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Indepradent Clatnu 

L (Chnrmtly Amended) A metal tniss, comprising: 

a pair of domgated top chard m«mb era each having a first caod azid a second end. the top 
bhoid membera connected to each other at the fix9t end; 

a first eEoMMted bottom chard mmmhmr. tha mnds of the first bottom chord mamber 
tomteeied fixed IURBCjLY to the too chord mombon adjacent tho steottd ond» of Ifcg 
too chord memborai 

a second etomBoted bottom chord member. Ao omda of tho aoeond bottom chord 
member tomteeted fixed mMECTLY to the too chord members adtocent thetecomd 

of flie top chofd mexnbeis aueh that fhe 
the first bottom chord member, and 

at least one web member oosMoned between end mterconnectinet at teast one too chord 
■ member and the first bottom chord member, one end of the web member connected to 
the at least one top choid member and fhe other end of the web member connected to the 
first bottom chord member. 

* Claims 7 and 12 define a building system and building including fhe metal truss of claim L 

17. (Currently Amended) A metal trusSi comprising: 

a plurality of elongated top chord members, the top chord members connected to each 
other end to end 80 that the conneeted top choni members have two firee 

g first eionoated bottom chord member, the ends of the first bottom chord member 
oonnoeM fbtedPntBCTLYto the ton chord members a^aeent the free ends ofAe, 
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[bottom chord member, Ab ends of the second homm chord 
member eotmeeied fbe^ Bm^r p:,Yio tike (too chord members adjacent l»g free ends 
of ate eoHH eeted ina c hord members such flial the aecond bottom chatd member is 
Spaced fiom fhe finit bottom cibord mcxxd)C((i find 

at least one web member oosUoned between and intereonneedns at teaet one too chord 
member and Ae first bottom chord member, one end of fliB web member comuscstad to 
fhe at least ono top chord member and fhe other end of tibie member oomiected to fhe 
fiist bottom chotd niember. 


IB. (CurrenUy Amended) AmetaltniaapComprlaing: 

a pair of elongated top chord members each havh^ a first end and a second end, fhe top 
choid members connected to each other at the first end; 

a fiiBt elongated bottom chcxd member; 

means /or directly fastening oonnociint the first bottom chord member to the ton chord 
members adjacent the second ends ofOte too chord members: 

a second elongated bottom chord member; 

nieans ftr coxmecting fhe second bottom chofd member to flie first bottom cb 
such that the second bottom chord member Is spaced fit>m the first bottom chord 
member; and 

number and dta ttmt baUom dutrd wumhmr. turn rnnA nf tfie w>h mamhei- ftnmiBnfarf to 
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the at least one tcq) chord member and fhe oth 
fizBt bottom dioid member. 

33. (ComiitlyAmeoded) A metal truss, oompriaing: 

a plmality of elongated top chord membera^ the top chord mombera connected to each 
other end to end 60 that the connected top chord members have two fiee ends ; 

a first dongated bottom chord membarp 

m€anM Ar ^minMtimit direcdv fastmins rte first bottom ehard member to ihis ion chard 

mmbm mff ffgwff thf amm4 ymft vf ft g rw f ft wirf mmtm; 

a second elongated bottom ohoxd member; 

means for connecting the second bottom chord member to the fitr^ bottom chord mcmbear 
such fhal the second bottom choid member is spaced fiom the first bottom chord 
membe^ and 

at least ona web member oosUoned between and bUerconnectins at least on€ too chord 
member and the first bottom chord member, one end of the web member connected to 
the at least one top chord member and the other end of the web member connected to the 
first bottom chord member. 
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WhflthAT the citad iiefereixoea teach or suggest the 


Ezamlner'ft posltioii 

The feature^top and hottom cliard axe "direcfly Joined^-are not reoited in &e lejected claims. 

Exaininer wert9 that the prior art of Macomber still antidpatCA the amended daizna as recited in 
the previous Office Aetion-linutatLon of "iBxcd" mexc^ requires the bottom cho»l members to be 
eeourcly &steQcd or held in an unmoving position-shards of Macoznber are clearly securely 
ftstened or held in an uomoving position^ albdt via the vertically oriented 

Maoomber still antLcipoteB ciaims 1 8 and 33-4miended to include the linitBtJcn means fbr 
"^direcfly fiuteain£'*-as fiie nmna for diieotly &atcniQg include tibe vertically oriented struts 
iwhieh dnreotly fiielen tbe two obmi members togefheri 

BxaiTtinernotes that Ruppd was not used far its teach of Ifae structure of the truss but lalher the 
teachtiv of a plurality of trusses upon a wall struotura. 

Our position 

Proposed amendment herein clarifies distinct stroetund difierames of ^licants* truss 
overMacomber. 
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